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Dear Families, 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL/FUN DAY 

Today we held our annual Swimming Carnival and Fun Day, and the kids had an amazing 

time! These events are always a highlight, offering a fun break from the regular school 

routine. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to demonstrate the skills they’ve 

developed and a wonderful way to conclude what has been a busy but rewarding year. A 

big thank you to our parent helpers, and a special shout-out to Mrs. Hayes for all her behind 

the scenes work and preparation to make the day such a success. We truly appreciate all 

your hard work, Kristy! Please keep an eye out on Facebook for results.  
 
 

END OF YEAR GRADUATION MASS – TUESDAY 16th DECEMBER 
 
Our school community is invited 
to celebrate the Graduation of 
our Year 6’s of 2025! Mass will 
be held in the church at 6pm and 
followed by a BBQ at 7pm at 
school. For those who are able to 
be part of this great annual event 
please bring either a salad or a 
sweet. 

 
 

STAFF NEWS 
As we close out the year, we bid farewell to Miss Olivia 
Hampson who has shown great dedication throughout her 
short time at St Joseph’s. We extend our heartfelt thanks to her 
for her contribution throughout the year and wish her all the 
very best as she embarks on her new adventure.  
Looking ahead to next year our teachers will be very similar to 
this year, with a few new faces in a couple of places. 

 
Thank you for your support throughout the year. It has again been truly appreciated. 
Wishing you a happy & safe Christmas, along with a relaxing and well-deserved holiday. 

 
   Justin 

Classroom Group/Specialist Class Teacher 

Foundation  Mrs Naomi Bowd & Mrs Marie Kelly 

Year 1 Miss Courtney Jarman & Mrs Hayley Higgs 

Year 2 Mrs Alicia Makeham 

Year 3  Miss Abby Jennings 

Year 4/5 Mrs Marissa-Jane Bray & Miss Charlotte Oliver 

Year 5/6 Mrs Kirrily Schlitz 

Visual Arts Mrs Jessica O’Connell 

Physical Education Mrs Kristy Hayes 

Science & Performing Arts Mrs Kirstie English 

MHiPS / Learning Diversity Leader Mrs Kate Dunstan 

Events Calendar… 
 

 
Next Week … 
 
 

Tuesday 16th December 
- Last Day of Term 4 
(students)- Dismissal at 
3:25pm 

- End of Year Mass & 
Graduation - 6pm in the 
Church 
 
 

Advance Notice … 
 

Friday 30th January 2026 
- First day of Term 1 – Years 1-6 
- Testing Day for Foundation 
Students  
 

Monday 2nd February 2026 
- First day for Foundation 
Students 
 
Wednesday 4th February 
- Foundation Rest Day 
 
Wednesday 11th February 
- Foundation Rest Day 
 
Wednesday 18th February 
- Foundation Rest Day 
 
Wednesday 25th February 
- Foundation Rest Day 
 
Wednesday 4th March 
- Foundation Rest Day 
 
 
 
 

Pleases note dates may change for 
various reasons. 

All dates can be found on the St 
Joseph’s App and website. 

                  ___________________________________ 
 

St Joseph’s is a Child Safe school. 
We promote the Safety, Wellbeing & 

Inclusion of all students. 
 
 

 

Salad – Families Surnames A-K   
Sweets – Families Surnames L-Z 

ADVENT – Week 3 

This Sunday represents the 
beginning of Week 3 of Advent! 
The third week of Advent is the 

week of JOY. 
O God of our anticipation, we light 

this candle to remember how 
Mary embraced your call to 

become the mother of our Savior. 
We pray that you fill our hearts 
with deeper joy, so that we may 
bring the light of hope into the 
darkest corners of our world. 
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Parish Priest: Fr. Aran Kumar Korlakanti                                                                        Email: stpatker@bigpond.com 
                                                                                                                                               Presbytery Number: 5452 1041 
Sunday Mass Timetable:  Cohuna – 8.30am ** Kerang – 10:30am ** (Saturday evening) Pyramid Hill – 6:30pm 

2ND SUNDAY OF THE MONTH MASSES BEING KERANG 9:00am COHUNA 10:30am. 

For all Week Day Mass Times please see the Parish Bulletin issued each Sunday. 
OR Contact: Presbytery - 5452 1041           St Joseph’s School - 5452 1426 

 

Reconciliation & Communion at home is available: by arrangement with Father. 

Christmas Eve Mass Kerang : 5pm                 Christmas Day Mass Kerang : 10:30am 
 

Academic Award –  

Monday 8th December ‘25 

F-HJ No award given 

F-BE No award given 

1-DK Alex B… 
For his creative thinking and ability to think 
outside the box! 

2-AM Charlie C…  
For being a focussed, absolute mathematical 
whizz with pattern activities in maths sessions.  

34-JB Vivian P…  
For putting care and time into writing the good 
copy of her poem.  

45-CO Ollie W…  
For working hard to complete all set tasks all 
whilst showing a cheerful, positive attitude. 

56-KS No award due to camp last week 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

PBiS Award – Monday 8th December ‘25 

Respect of Self, Others and Environment  

F-HJ Whole Class Respect for… 
Self and Others for adapting to change. 

F-BE Whole Class Respect for… 
Self and Others for adapting to change. 

1-DK Darcy O Respect for… 
Others by being an inclusive friend in the 
playground.  

2-AM Jordan E Respect for… 
Self for working so hard to read carefully and 
check his work to achieve success 

34-JB Axl C Respect for… 
Others for helping his peers and the teacher 
with classroom jobs. 

45-CO Stella C Respect for… 
Others by being helpful when working in the 
various classrooms last week.  

56-KS Paige B Respect for… 
Self for challenging herself to take on all 
activities while on camp, but particularly ‘The 
Leap of Faith.’ Great positive mindset Paigey. 
No regrets! 

Jack M Respect for… 
Others by looking out for, encouraging and 
supporting others while on camp. 

Chloe O Respect for… 
Self by putting herself out of her comfort zone 
to enjoy activities such as bike riding, while on 
camp. 

Ellie V Respect for… 
Others by being prepared to join in other groups 
and willingly giving her time to assist with jobs 
while on camp. 

           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:stpatker@
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PBiS  

 

Congratulations to this week’s 
PBiS winners! 

 
School Newsletter 

Please contact Bree in reception if you would like to 
receive a hard copy of the newsletter each week. 
 

Bus Families 

Parents must notify the 
school of all changes to 

school bus arrangements  
either by phone 54521 426  

 or email admin@sjkerang.catholic.edu.au  
 

Lost Property 
There are a number of unclaimed jumpers, 
snack/lunch containers & drinker bottles waiting 
for someone to claim. These items are all in the lost 
property box for collection. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Canteen 

Canteen Days: 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays 

All canteen orders need to be placed on CDFpay by 
Flexischools before 9am each morning. Just a 
reminder to double check which date/day you are 
placing your order.  

 
Term 4 Canteen Specials 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christmas Eve Mass 

 
Community Events & Information – See School 

Facebook page for full details. 
December 1st to 31st January – Big Summer 
Read – Gannawarra Library Service. 
Friday 19th December – Pizza Pool Party – 3pm-
7pm – Kerang Swimming Pool 
Wednesday 31st December – New Years Eve 
Party in the Park – from 6pm – Atkinson Park 
 

                 AROUND THE SCHOOL 

…to students who celebrate their 
birthday on the following days… 

 DECEMBER 
20th - Caroline O & Charlotte O 

22nd - Vivian P 
24th - River C, Charlee C & Frankie P-W 

25th - Maya H 
26th - Aria E 

30th - Mia B & Toby R 
 

mailto:admin@sjkerang.catholic.edu.au
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Opening The Doors Foundation 
 
 
 
 

Opening The Doors Foundation 
Supports Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
families in Victoria with educational funding such as 
school uniforms, books, school camps and other 
school associated costs. Applications for 2026 grant 
are now open.  
Key Dates: 

• Applications Open - 10th November 2025 
• Applications Close - 2nd of April 2026 (strict 

deadline) 
• ALL Vouchers expire on - 31st of May 2026 

Families eligible for Opening the Doors need to 
complete the online application: 

https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/apply-now 
 
For more information, please see website: 

https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/ 

 

Big Summer Read 
 

 
 

MHiPS News 
Dear St Joseph’s Community,  

 This week I wanted to share 
with you some great 
information by School TV on 

how we can support young people during periods of 
change and transition.  
This time of year, although very exciting, can be a 
challenge for some.  For many, we crave routine and 
structure in our day-to-day lives and over the long 
holiday break the change in these familiar routines 
can lead to some anxieties.  

Embracing Change & New Beginnings 
Periods of change are an inevitable part of growing up. 
Whether it's the start of a new school year, moving 
between year levels, or stepping beyond the school gates 
for the final time, each transition presents both 
opportunities and challenges. These moments often 
require young people to use and strengthen the skills 
needed to manage uncertainty, adjust to new 
environments and build resilience. While some may 
embrace change with enthusiasm, others can find it 
unsettling and disruptive to their sense of routine and 
security.  
Research consistently shows that transitions can be 
stress points, often linked to heightened anxiety, 
reduced academic engagement and changes in peer 
connections. For families, these times can also place 
additional pressure on communication, expectations and 
emotional regulation. Understanding the psychological 
and emotional impact of change allows parents, 
caregivers and educators to better support young people 
as they adjust.  
The ability to manage change is closely tied to resilience. 
Developing this capacity doesn't happen overnight; it is 
built over time through consistent guidance, clear 
boundaries and access to supportive adults. When we 
work together to create a shared understanding of how 
to support transitions, students are more likely to feel 
confident, connected and capable.  
Change can be challenging, but it also offers valuable 
opportunities for growth. By normalising these 
experiences and keeping the lines of communication 
open, young people can feel more secure during times of 
transition. When schools and families work together to 
provide encouragement, 
reassurance and structure, it 
creates a strong foundation that 
helps students not only adapt to 
new beginnings but approach 
them with confidence and 
curiosity.  
Scan the QR code to watch a 
video by Dr Michael Carr-Gregg.  
Wishing you all good mental health over the holiday 
period,  

 
 Kate Dunstan 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Leader 
 
 

https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/apply-now
https://www.openingthedoors.org.au/
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2026: Financial Assistance 
CSEF 

Families who hold a valid means-tested concession card 
or are a temporary foster parent may be eligible for 
Camps, Sport & Excursions Funding (CSEF). CSEF is 
provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps & 
sporting activities.  
The 2025 one-off $400 School Saving Bonus is not 
happening in 2026; that was a 2025 initiative. 
However, the Victorian government is increasing the 
funding for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) to $400 per eligible primary and secondary 
school student, effective from January 1, 2026. Forms are 
available at the school office and will need to be returned 
at the start of next year with a copy of your current 
concession card. 

 
For more information, please 
see website: 
 

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund | vic.gov.au 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx 

 
School Fees Concession Program 

Families holding a valid Health Care 
Card (HCC) are eligible for a significant 
reduction in School fees for the 

upcoming year, including all fees and levies.  
To Apply: 

• Provide a copy of your HCC to the school office. 
• Complete a Camps, Sports & Excursions (CSEF) 

form. 
• Set up a direct debit arrangement at the school. 
• Complete School Fees Concession Program form. 

Please see reception for a copy of this form. 
 

Summer Fun 

 

New Year Eve Party 

 
 

Tennis Coaching – Holiday Program 
 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

